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Type Semester ECTS Code 

Elective 4 4  
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Course assistant 

Course tutor 

 

 
 
 

 
Aims and objectives 

The purpose of this module is to introduce students to weapons of Mass Destruction, their history, 

development and the importance of these weapons not only militarily but also politically. The issues 

of nuclear politics and policies are not new, of course: These questions have been with us since the 

United States dropped atomic weapons on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Concerning the more concrete 

objectives to be achieved by the course, the following can be mentioned: the origin and use of nuclear 

weapons, their importance during the Cold War, and the avoidance of armed conflict between the 

two blocs, to continue with international law of WMD non-proliferation. What strategies do states 

employ once they've acquired nuclear weapons? How do nuclear weapons and nuclear strategies 

impact international relations? 

 
Learning outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 

• Understand the various impacts in the use of Chemical, Biological and Nuclear weapons 

• Discover the science behind the power of nuclear weapons 

• Distinguish nuclear weapons from conventional ones 

 • Understand the Threat posed by Different Types of WMD 

• Understand the military, strategic and political importance of these weapons 

• Have knowledge of nuclear powers and their nuclear doctrines 

• Have knowledge of international law related to nuclear weapons 

• Have the ability to analyse the importance of these weapons in international relations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Course content 

Course plan Week 

Introduction - Outline of the syllabus: the content of the course, the method, 

organization and the requirements of the subject. 

The Origin of Nuclear Weapons - The Manhattan Project 

Nuclear weapons during World War II:Atomic competition between the two main 

powers 
Biological and Chemical Weapons 

Nuclear powers and their doctrines 

Nuclear weapons during the Cold War 

Nuclear weapons and international order 

The Treaty of Non-Proliferation 

Non-proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Disarmament and control of weapons of Mass Destruction 

Nuclear Weapons after the Cold War 

The future of nuclear weapons 

Presentation of research papers 

Presentation of research papers 

Final Exam 
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 Teaching/Learning activity Weight (%) 

 5. Lectures 50% 

 6. Essay/research paper 30% 

 7. Individual Study 10% 

 8. Simulation 5% 

Teaching/Learning 5. Study visit  

methods   

 Assessment activity Number Week Weight (%) 

Assessment Methods 
4. Participation in lectures 

5. Research paper + presentation 

15 

1 

1-15 

2-15 

20% 

30% 

 6. Final exam 1 15 50% 

 Resources Number 

 5. Class (e.g) 1 

Course sources 
6. Laborator 

7. Moodle 

n/a 

1 

 8. E-library various 

 9. Projector 1 



 
 
 

 
ECTS workload 

Activity Weekly hrs Total workload 

7. Lectures 2 30 

8. Execises 1 15 

9. Consultations n/a 2 

10. Independent study 2 35 

11. Research paper n/a 16 

12. Exam 1 2 
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