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Aims and Objectives 

Philosophy of Law is one of the advanced and complex scientific disciplines which as such is 

extremely important and necessary for students of the Faculty of Political Science. This course aims 

to provide students with knowledge on two major theories of law, such as: Theory of Natural Law and 

the theory of legal positivism. In addition, the course aims to introduce students and enable them to 

connect with philosophical concepts of law, such as: Ontology of law, and metaphysical aspects of 

the right to be treated within the philosophy of law. 

 
 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this course the student will be able to: 

 
• Demonstrate the mastery of basic concepts pertaining to the philosophy of law; 

• Distinguish between the theory of natural law and the theory of legal positivism. 

• Familiarize with the policy models and thephilosophy of law 

• Demonstrate individual independence in the way of thinking, articulated in written and oral 

presentations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Course Content 

Course Plan   Week 

Presentation of the curriculum / Notification with the subject material / 
Introduction to the subject of the course 

1 

Introduction to the Philosophy of Law 
  

2 

Roman philosophy of Natural law   3 

Philosophy of Natural Law   4 

Contractual Law Theories: Hobbes, Locke, Rosusseau  5 

The Philosophy of Law in the age of Enlightenment: Vico, Montesquieu 6 

Preprtion for midterm exam 
  

7 

Midterm Exam 
  

8 

Philosophy of Law in modern times, Kant, Hegel, Marx  9 

The collapse and revival of Natural Law theory over the centuries 18th-20th 10 

The Classical Positivist Law Theory - Jeremy Bentham and John Austin 11 

Utilitarian Philosophy of Law 
  

12 

Philosophy of Law in the legal implementation  13 

Preparation for final exam   14 

Final exam   15 

 Teaching/Learning Activity   Weight (%) 

32. Lectures   30% 



 
 

Teaching/Learning 

Methods 

33. Seminars   30% 

34. Self-Study   40% 

 
 
 
 

 
Assessment Methods 

Assessment Activity Number Week Weight (%) 

8. Midterm exam 1 7 30% 

9. Final exam 1 14 30% 

10. Research Paper (with the 
presentation) 

1 10/11/12 20% 

11. Case studies 1            5/6/8                  10% 

12. problem-based learning 1          9            10% 

 
 

 
Course resources 

Resources   Number 

23. Classroom   1 

24. Projector   1 

25. Moodle   1 

26. Library online access    

 
 

ECTS Workload 

Activity  Weekly hrs Total workload 

27. Lectures  2 30 

28. Seminars  1 15 

29. Case Studies  1 10 

30. Final Exam 
 

31. Self-study 

 1 

 
/ 

5 

 
40 
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