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Aims and objectives 

This course will explore the theoretical and practical approaches to peace and conflict. The module 

aims is also to explain the conflict analysis models, peaceful approach to peace and conflict 

resolution in general. It mainly lies on the theories explaining the causes of war and state violence, 

national and international alternative theories, as well as preventing inter-state conflict, peace- 

building and peacekeeping. The course reviews a wide range of theories exploring the nature and 

causes of conflict, the possibilities for conflict resolution, and the foundations of peace. It provides 

students with a set of tools for the analysis of contemporary conflicts and shows how evidence and 

theory can be effectively used to understand peace and conflict. 

 
 
 
 

 
Learning outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
 

 
• Evaluate the advantages and difficulties of IR theories both in comparison to each 

other and vis-à-vis schemas drawn from other disciplines. 

• Discuss critically, and write knowledgeably about, major IR theories, relating these 
both to contemporary events and historical processes. 

• Review the theoretical and practical approaches to conflict and peace. 

• Explain models of conflict analysis, peaceful approach to peace and conflict resolution in 
general. 

 • Demonstrate knowledge of the different theories to explain the development of armed 
conflict. 

• Analyse a conflict by applying relevant theories and methods. 

 Course plan Week 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Course content 

 

 
Introduction - Outline of the syllabus: the content of the course, the method, 

International politics: traditional approaches 

Armed conflicts (Wars), definitions, causes and consequences 

Peace - traditional and modern approaches 

Permanent peace through integration 

Conflict resolution - methods and tools 

International organizations (UN) and their role for peace and security 

The former Yugoslavia: wars and resolution of conflicts 

The Nuclear Weapons in International Relations - Peace from Fear 

The EU’s role in conflict prevention and peacebuilding 

Humanitarian Intervention: case of Kosovo 

Presentations of research papers 

Presentations of research papers 

 
Reflection and Summary of Course 
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 Activity Weight (%) 

 92. Lectures 50% 

 93. Essay 30% 

 94. Case Study 10% 

 95. Simulation 5% 

 96. Study visit  

Teaching/Learning  5% 

methods   

 Assessment activity Number Week Weight (%) 

Assessment Methods 
66. Participation 

67. Research paper + presentation 

15 

1 

1-15 

11-14 

20% 

40% 

 68. Final exam 1 15 40% 

 Resources Number 

 102. Lectures various 

Course sources 
103. Literature 

104. Moodle 

various 

1 

 105. E-library various 

 106. Projector 1 

 Activity  Weekly hrs Total workload 



 
 

 
ECTS workload 

127. Lectures 2 30 

128. Exercise 1 15 

129. Research paper n/a 33 

130. Independent Study n/a 40 

131. Consultations n/a 5 

132. Exam 1 2 
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